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Hope In Exile
“For I know the plans I have for you,’
declares the Lord, ‘plans to prosper you and
not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a
future.” (Jeremiah 29:11, NIV)
This is a very popular verse from the
Bible that gives many people hope. I’ve seen
this printed on greeting cards, calendars and
on souvenirs at Christian bookstores. I’d
imagine that cynics would consider this verse a
platitude, and they’d be right if this verse were
standalone with no other context. But if we
read Jeremiah, we discover that this verse has
tremendous depth when read with what
precedes, especially the verse prior. “This is
what the Lord says: ‘When seventy years are
completed for Babylon, I will come to you and
fulfill my good promise to bring you back to this
place.” (Jeremiah 29:10, NIV) God wanted the
exiles to settle into the land that they were
forcibly placed in after being conquered and
kidnapped. God gives them the hope that they
will return to their homeland, but it will be after
70 years. I’m sure that the timeline of God’s
plans for the prosperity and future of the
Israelites did not match up with theirs, who
would have wanted an immediate return. But
God does deliver on his promise by bringing
them back to Jerusalem after the Persian
Empire defeat of the Babylonians.
We, as 21st century Christians, are living
in a proverbial exile. This earthly existence is
not our home. We long to be with God in our

eternal existence where death and suffering
are no more. However, until then, we are called
to endure by living in this land with the hope of
God’s promise. Again, God’s timeline for our
prosperity and future is not always the same as
ours.
Jeremiah reminds of us of the hope that
we have in God’s promises. There always
seems to be a sense of hope that comes with
the new year even though our situations
seldom change. It is the mere date change that
can give this to us because of the possibility of
things getting better. How much more hope
should we have in God, who always delivers
on his promises?
This New Year, we still face the virus,
inflation, tornados, wild fires, health concerns
and the death of loved ones. The truth is that
we will always be in the midst of horrible
circumstances on this side of eternity. God
calls us to endure and to have hope, and then
to share that hope with others. We at Lincoln
Avenue Presbyterian Church are here to point
to the hope we have in our savior Jesus Christ
and to support one another through these hard
times. If you ever need to talk or are in need of
support, don’t hesitate to reach out to me. God
bless you this new year.
Pastor Jason

Budget Report
October Receipts
October Disbursements

$ 10,460
$ 8,653

November Receipts
November Disbursements

$ 12,471
$ 8,926

Mark Your Calendar!
Adult Sunday School 9:30 – 10:30 a.m. (resumes Jan. 16)
Prayer meetings on Wednesdays at 11:00 a.m. via Zoom
Congregational meeting – January 16

Special Offerings November/December
Paul Casey, Rev. George Doyal, Daniel Dudley, Michael
Dudley, Misako Kamimura, M/M Bill Kitamura,
Yoshiko Santell, Rev./Mrs. Kim, M/M Kuramura, M/M
Wm. MacIlwinen, Lyle Quock, Dr./Mrs. Wayne Shen,
Carole Wild
Deacons
Kris Kitamura – birthday
Mary Jane Miyaoka – birth of great granddaughter
Thanksgiving Offerings
Sherry Boyle, Beulah Edwards, Jean Kitaji, Dr./Mrs. Jon
Kitaji, M/M Harvey Kitamura, M/M Art Kong, Joyce
Martin-Fong, Yasuko Matsui, M/M Ben Miyaoka,
Dr./Mrs. Wayne Shen, Miyoko Shishido

“And the Word became flesh
and dwelt among us”. (John 1:14)

Let us ponder the awesomeness of
that truth!

Christmas Offerings
Sherry Boyle, Rev. George Doyal, Beulah Edwards,
Jean Kitaji, Dr./Mrs. Jon Kitaji, M/M Harvey Kitamura,
M/M Loren Kitamura, M/M Art Kong, Joyce MartinFong, Yasuko Matsui. Mary Jane Miyaoka, Dr./Mrs.
Wayne Shen, Miyoko Shishido

We Lift Up in Prayer
Zoe Barraca, Kris Kitamura, LAPC,
Lily
Matsunaga, Lorrie Mikuni, Sharon Shannon
and James Washington, as well as persecuted
Christians around the world and missionaries
Akiko and Mitsuo Fujishima and Amalia and
Stan Smith.

Congratulations, Lauren!

Lauren Wild, granddaughter of Carole Wild,
graduated from the Coast Guard Academy in New
London, Connecticut in November.
She is
stationed on the ship Kukui out of Sitka, Alaska.
We are very proud of you, Lauren!

Celebrating Our Savior’s Birth
During the weeks of Advent preceding
Christmas, special music was performed by
Minako Kamimura, Patrick Shannon and
Daniel Dudley. The candles representing peace,
hope, joy and love were lit, followed by the
Christ candle on Christmas Eve.
On Christmas Eve morning at our
regular worship time of 10:45, a special service
was held. It was well-attended and featured the
singing of familiar carols, led by Minako and
Patrick. Guest pianist Sharon Treat provided
beautiful prelude and postlude music, and
Julia Kamimura (age 10) performed a lovely
rendition of “Joy to the World” on the piano.
A time of fellowship followed the
service. Refreshments featured delicious
Christmas cookies prepared by some of our
youth – Leina, Aiko, Julia and Nicole.

Thanksgiving
Thanksgiving was celebrated this year
with a special box lunch prepared by our
wonderful deacons group. Those in attendance
enjoyed the lunch during fellowship time
following worship.
Nora Shen and Linda Stubblefield
collaborated on designing and mailing out this
lovely Thanksgiving card to members and friends
near and far who are homebound or otherwise
unable to attend services.

A beautiful card with artwork by Leina
Kamimura (age 13) was mailed to church
friends unable to attend due to distance or
illness.

Caroling at a local care facility which is
home to our dear Lily was done by a group of
eight adults and youth. We hope everyone had
a good Christmas and wish you all a very happy
new year.
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